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"The Western Railroader" is happy to add its bit to 
the "Week-end in Paradise" with this feature on the Diamond 
Match Company. The Northern California Railroad Club has 
at all times cooperated with all railfan groups on trips 
such as these and anything we can due to make them more enjy 
able to the participants we will certainly endevour to do, 


There seems some doubt as to the future of the large 
fan trips based on the higher fares and guarentees being asif 
ed. As you know, the last two trips lost substantial sus 
and it is doubtful whether the treasuries of the societies 
on the one hand and the pocket books of the railfans on the 
other can afford to support such expensive undertakings. 


The fall schedule so far is not too ambitious an 
undertaking and may not meet the. same difficulties as the 
spring trips. 


EDITORIAL DEPT On page three we print a clipping from the 
SF News. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of this publication or of any railfan, but 
more important they are the views of a rather important 
metropolitan newspaper and the public officials of a very 
large city of this state, Railfans generally are not happy 
to have the S.P,. state its position so poorly that the publi 
thinks that it just isn't interested in passenger traffic. 
The Daylights, Starlight, City of S.F., Golden State and Su 
set are all examples of real effort to keep passenger traffi 
but a few S.P. officials making public statements belittling 
the future of rail transportation create a defeatist cloud 
that hides all the real good that passenger department has 
done, The refusal of S.P. polocy makers to consider the 
Budd car may yet cost the S.P. money not only in operating 
costs, but much more in goodwill. 








CORRECTION DEPT Omitted last issue in the roster of the 

Fruit Grower's Supply was that engine 105 
was scrapped in August, 1950, Engine 32 originally Ocean 
Shore #32, then Fruit Growers #32, then Red River #32 and 
then Fruit Growers #32 for the second time, The Almanor 
Railroad has numbered its 44-ton diesel #106. 
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Public Utilities Commission Engi- 
neer James K. Gibson supported 
alls S. Ps arguments that the San 
Francisco-Sacramento run is losing 
money. The P. U. C, staff found 
traffic has been decreasing there 
about 15 per cent a year, since 1946. 
ANNUALL LOSSES 
Right now, they found, the rail- 
road is losing $244,649 a year on the 
' service; $105,768 of it attributable 
to the two trains the company wants 
to stop. 
. These trains are the “Statesman,” 
sae Declines to Try which leaves San Francisco at 3 
® p. m. daily; the “Governor” which 
iamond Modern Equipment leaves Sacramento at 12:20 p. m. 
D has goestes to The tens Both Mr. Gilmore and the S. P. 
ips Western Division Superintendent 
“4 eni SACRAMENTO, April 27.— The| 4s. McCann said they were 
iq Southern Pacific will not even try| aoainst introduction of the Budd 
> do, to add modern equipment to its San his 1 “ i ” 
- car to this line as “impractical. 
Francisco-Sacramento run, to at-| ‘They said maintenance and or- 
large tract more passengers to the trains. | iginal cost wouldn’t be worth it. The 
ing ask It won’t consider faster or more | 99. seat cars aren’t as comfortable 
frequent runs, nor addition of the 9 hi hich 
L sums as S. P.’s newest coaches (whic! 
tie modern Budd diesel single-unit car aren’t on this run). 
‘ rr to improve service. “Modern equipment would attract 
m tne The company has already crossed some passenger business,” asknowl- 
ES. off that section as “a losing serv-| gaged Mr. Gilmore. “But not enough 
ice. . h last | % Make it pay. I would recommend 
’ That was testimony here last) we nut modern equipment where we 
th night at the conclusion of a day-| .on get the best return on our 
a long Public Utilities Commission money.” 
hearing which will be continued| The p, v. C. report said substitu- 
again in about three weeks. Robert | tion of a Budd car could cut losses 
m the M. Gilmore, assistant to the vice | from $105,768 for these trains to 
> not president in passenger — _ $16,184. 
in, but that statement in supporting t e FERRY REMOVAL 
8. P. plea before P. U. C, for dis 
it Pr z : Mr. McCann said that S. P. is now 
continuance of two mid-day train tadvin te t otinn: tt 
ery schedules between the State Capitol | S1UGYINS, as one way Of speeding tis 
th train service, removal of the San 
appy and the Bay cities. a. : 
. publi Francisco Bay ferries, and substitu- 
# MATTER OF INTEREST tion of bus service across the bridge 
fic. The Gilmore statement followed | from the train terminal in Oakland. 
ind Sun his own denial, however, of a charge} Results of this study are not yet 
traffi made earlier in the day by Sacra- clear, he said. 
ttling mento City Manager Bartley W.| 4 good part of the S. P. testimony 
loud Cavanaugh. Mr. Cavanaugh had| went towards praise of the highways 
“h said, “I don’t think the railroad iS} between the two cities, praise in 
| ae one bit interested in increasing its} which the P. U. C. staff joined. In 
the passenger traffic. fact, of four S. P. witnesses ques- 
ting Mr. Cavanaugh insisted, in fact,/ tioned by this reporter, three said 


courage passengers deliberately, it: to Sacramento by car, not train. 
he could not have improved on what: Only men to try the train was the 
: has happened. This Mr. Gilmore de- : 5 p. counsel. P. U. C. Engineer Gib- 





105 nied s ae ~ 

° " : son said in his report that the bus 
cean “People of this area are entitled} cervice has several advantages over 
and to adequate, modern railroad serv- | the train. It is more frequent, a 
nor ice,” the Sacramento official said. average of $la trip less expensiv . 


“But the railroad’s interests don’t 


quicker, and terminals are in mid- 


seem to be in the community here} town, 
any more.” 
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DIAMOND MATCH COMPANY 
Engine 102 at Butte Meadows in 1942 - photo by J. Gibson 
Engine 103 at Chico 9/25/38 on SN Excursion - F. Guido 
Engine 105 at Stirling City in 1942 - photo by J, .Carrick 
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THE BUTTE COUNTY RAILROAD 





The Chico-Stirling City line of the Southern Pacific 
was built in 1902 as the Chico & Northern Railroad by the 
Diamond Match Company to connect its manufacturing plant 
just outside Chico with its lumber mill at Stirling City. 
The railroad was operated under the name Butte County 
Railroad and was later sold to the Southern Pacific and 
leased by the Diamon Match. In 1907 the operation of the 
road was turned over the S.P. and the motive power taken 
into the S.P. numbering system, - 

ROSTER 
1 2-8-0 Baldwin 20192 1902 50-20x28-180000-164000-190 
36180 Chico & Northern #1, 
became SP 2503, scrapped 1/36 
2 4-4-0 Baldwin 9711 1880 61-18x24-96000-64000- -12668 
ex=-LElgin Joliet & Eastern 21, 
acq. 1903; became SP 1304, 
3 4-4-0 unknown 59-18x24-68000 od, not renumb- 
ered by SP, Scrapped 6/12/16. 
4 2-8-0 Schen, 29704 1904 51-22x26-170000-152000-180- 
37750. Became SP 2502, scrap- 
ped 10/16/35. 
roster from Jerry Best 


THE DIAMOND MATCH COMPANY 





The lumber railroad at Stirling City serving the mill 
of the Diamond Match Company was originally a meter gauge 
(393) line operated by a number of Porter tank engines. 
Engines 1-6 were all narrow gauge originally, but engines 
5 and 6 were later converted to standard gauge. All 
operations are now standard gauge with trucks operating 
to railhead. 

ROSTER OF STANDARD GAUGE ENGINES 


5 0-6-0T Porter 1911 #4809 12x18 34 180 11660 55000 
built for 39-3/4" (meter)gauge later converted 

6 0-6-0T Porter 1911 #4810 12x18 34 180 11660 55000 
built for 39-3/4" (meter) gauge later converted 


101 shay Lima 1904 #860 12x12 36 180 20670 110000 
2-truck scrapped in 1942 

102 shay Lima 1906 #1748 12x15 36 180 25870 130000 
3-truck 


103 0-482T Porter 1906 #3574 10x16 33 150 6180 406000 
ex-Sierra Lumber Co. (Red Bluff) #6 
104 shay Willamette 1927 #27 12x15 36 200 36000 143180 


3-truck 
105 shay Lima 1923 #3245 10x10 29 180 14320 81000 
2-truck ex-Dalkena Lbr Co. #1, purchased 1942 
106 shay Lima 1918 #3009 12x15 36 200 30350 146000 


3-truck ex-Siems-Carey-IIS Kierbaugh Corp #701 
ex-Flora Logging Co.(Oregon) #4, purch. 1942. 
e----Roster from Douglas S. Richter 
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CLASS ONE NOTES 





SOUTHERN PACIFICts "Shasta Daylight" carried its 500, 000th} 


passenger April 10th---21 months after its inaguration. It's 
daily load is approximately 790 passengers for both trains, 
SP has placed a ‘reservation charge" for seats on its coach 
streamliners--Daylights, Starlight etc--"to cut down the no- 
shows" and incidentally increase the fare about 12%. The SP 
cab-in-front mallets will loose the lettering on their tender; 
as they go through the shops as tne SP has finally decided 
that the tenders get so dirty in the Sierra tunnels that no 
one can read them anyway. SP's Gerber-Sterling City freight; 
are now diesel powered with 5200 series 1600 h.p. road switch. 
ers. 


WESTERN PACIFIC has announced that it will install two- 
way radio equipment in all of its 40 switch engines to speed 
up local switching. W.P. is expecting delivery soon of two 
diesel switchers and three 6000 h.p. dicsel road engines for 
freight service (to be numbered 922, 923 and 924), Six more 
sleepers have been ordered by the CB&Q-D&RGW-WP for use on 
the California Zephyr. 


UNION PACIFIC has ordered 59 new diesels--30 LElectro- 
Motive F-7 freight diesels, 8 Electro-Motive 2400 hp switch- 
ers and 6 Baldwin-Lima Ilamilton 1600 h.p. road switchers. 
‘he EM F-7's reportedly will go to the Portland line west 
of Green River, Wy. 


ce 


eR) 
eraioy 











4 L: 
NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC has gone on record as having the 
following program of improvements (some of which are now 
completed): Purchase of eight freight diesels for the 
southern district (Willits-San Rafael); purchase of four 
freight diesels for the northern district (Willits-Eureka); 
purchase of one two-unit diesel for Willits helper and 
installing fueling facilities for diesel power at Willits. 
Replacing 125 miles of light rail with heavy rail, improved 
communication system including replacement of morse code 
with telephone; new yard tracks at Eureka and extended yard 
and side tracks at Fernbridge, Scotia, Shively, Larabee and 
South Fork, (Eureka papers of April 18, 1951) 


SPOKANE, PORTLAND & SEATILE is running into the same 
difficulties the UNION PACIFIC did in the Northwest in try- 
ing to cut rates on petroleum products. SP&S proposal to 
cut rates between Portland and Pasco by 30% have be opposed 
by truck and barge interests.on the grounds that the new 
rates would "upset present rate structures", 
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SACRAMENTO NORTIIERN's train ferry "Ramon went into dry 
dock at Bethlehem shipyard in San Francisco on April 23rd. 
A Santa Fe barge and a tug are being used between Mallard 
and Chipps. MW 302, SN's only remaining passenger motor, 
is being used to deadhead SN crews around Port Chicago. 
Location of SN's 600-volt freight motors is as follows: 
405 at Oroville; 420 and 441 at Marysville-Yuba City; 430 
at 17th & D, Sacramento; 410 at W.P. shops, Sacramento and 
440 and 442 at the Oakland Terminal Railroad. 


KEY SYSTEM TRANSIT LINES has scrapped four of its former 
Sacramento Northern cars and sold the fifth to Bay Area rail- 
fans. Cars 496 (SN 1006), 497 (SN 1010), 498 (SN 1015) and 
499 (SN 1018) were stripped and burned at the Key's lower 
yard May 11-14. Car 495 (SN 1005) was saved for BAERA's 
equipment division. 


PACIFIC ELECTRIC has secured permission of the state 
utilities commission to abandon the Pasadena Short line and 
the Sierra Vista local line. It is expected that these lines 
together with the Glendora line will end late in August when 
the Reliance Rock spur is joined with the Azusa-Glendora 
line, This may mean the end of electric operations entirely 
on PE's Northern district, 


CAL CABLE restored service on its Hyde Street line May 24 
after an 8-month shut-down during the Broadway Tunnel con— 
struction, ANGELS FLIGHY funicular railway in Los Angeles 
was suspended April 5-20 for mechanical repairs. Ex-SF MUNI 
work car 0109 was burned May 18 when scrapper Sam Levin's 
children reportedly played with matches. KEY SYSTEM is tear- 
ing down the overhead on the Havenscort portion of the former 
Aline, KEY F line schedules have been cut to 30-minute 
headway nights and Sundays effective June 2, 


"Bay Area Electric Railroad Review" 
SACRAMENTO <> Addison H. Laflin, Jr., Editor 





NORTHERN 


SALT LAKE CITY Great Salt Lake has risen so much that the 





track and speeder at Saltair resort has been 
removed. Saltair 501 and 502 now have cut back roofs. The 
Denver & Rio Grande Western has sold its shops in Salt Lake 
City to Eimco Corp, a large machinery firm, A11 major over- 
haul work will now go to Burnham shops in Denver, F.Fellows. 


EDITORIAL #2 Railfans may have a hard choice this fall on 
the S.F, ballot to repeal the 2-man car ordin- 

ance, While the 2-man car is much faster and easier on the 

crew, it may well be the end of street cars in San Francisco 





)if the Municipal Railway is forced to retain 2-man operation, 


There is some doubt however that the Unions will accept l-man 
operation even if voted by the people, 
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NEWS seems [Sal 


OAHU RAILROAD DISPOSAL 


Engines 32, 34, 35 and 36, all 2-8-0's, have been sold to 
a South American firm along with 250 of Oahu's best box cars, 
Diesel 15 and 19 along with steam engines 9 and 12, 0-6-0's, 
are in service handling switching operations around Honolulu 
pineapple canneries. Engines 60, 70, 80 and 90, all 2-8-2's, 
held for possible sale. Shay type engine 43 and 44 already — 
scrapped. Engine 111, ex-Pacific Coast 4-6-0, now scrapped, 
Engines 10 (0-6-0), 22, 31, 37, 39, 76 and 98 (2-8-0's), 57 
(0-6-0), 64, 85 and 88 (4-6-0) to be scrapped. Fifteen 
coaches have been sold to the Army for service by army trans- 
porting workers from a housing project to Hickham Field. One 
coach and the observation car have been sold to railfans who 
keep them on the Kahuku Railroad. All other coaches and the 
out-dated box cars will be burned and metal sold for scrap. 
The Oahu Kailroad still has trackage in Honolulu for switch- 
ing service to and from pineapple canneries‘and the waterfron 
It also extends to Pearl Harbor connecting with a 50 mile 
long Navy line. -- Fred Stindt. 


















NEVADA RAILROAD NOTES 


A scrap yard at Ely, Nevada, has the following locomotives 
Nevada Northern 80, 2-8-0, 10, 4-6-0 and 11 4-6-0; Kennecott 
Copper Company 90, 92, 94, 96, and 98 all 2-8-0's. 

At Ruth, Nevada, the following were on a storage track out 
of service for some time; Kennecot. Copper Co., Nevada Div- 
ison, 71, 79, 80, 81, 84, 86, 88, 500, 501, 502 and 503, all 
0-6-2T, and 37, 38 and 337, 0-6-0T, All ore trains between 
Ruth and McGill are being handled by 100 class diesels. Only 
passenger service is two old coaches between Ruth and the pit, 

Nevada's only electric operation is a freight motor at 
McGill which runs 24 hours a day spotting cars at the crusher 
There are about two miles of cantenary in this yard. The 
locomotive, #80, is a 750 volt engine built by General Elect- 
ric in August, 1937. -- Fred Fellows 


SHORT NOTES Doug Richter reports that Iloward Terminal #6 
was delivered to Bayshore shops 5/10 for repair 
following a collision with a gondola car.---Wilbur Whittaker 
reports Central California Traction 30 and 32 being used on 
the SP for local switching at Stockton, SP diesel 5230 is 
being used on the Mina Branch while ten-wheeler 2376 does 
duty on the Fallon segment. During April two Union Pacific 
passenger trains were seen headed for Los Angeles via 
Roseville, Sierra Railroad borrowed 4 SP coaches and a 
baggage car April 8th for a benifit special shuttling out 
of Sonora with the fares going to a local charity. Durigg 
the second week of May Nat Holt productions spent several 
days on the rail line of the West Side Lumber Company 
shooting scenes for a movie tentitively titled "Silver City". 
-- Al Rose 
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